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Introduction

To understand Cornhill House and its occupants it is necesseggdgnisethe geographical and
historical context in which it sits. Cornhill on Tweed is an English border village that sat on the front
line of a war zone that lasted at least 600 years. Although warfare was not continuous it was
frequent,and its impact hainfluenced the people and the architecture. The area tornbeth of the
Tweed is known as the Merse of the Twe&te mostikely definition comes from the old English

word mearcwhich means border and is the source of Mercia and the River Mersey and galee rise
the term March to describe th@/elsh Marches and indeed the Marches on both sides of the Anglo
Scottish borderlt is the border character of the property that has influenced both the house and its
occupants.

The East March of the border between England and Scotland was the scene of conflict between the
two nations from the Battle of Carham in 1018, whiickt established that the land to the north of

the Tweed was a part of Scotland rather than the northernmost part of the ancient kingdom of
Northumbria Although this was not finally agreed until 1157 when Malcolm IV agreed with Henry II
to give up claims to Northumberland and Cumlihia border changed little fronCarham onwards

Major Anglo Scottish conflicts marked the period upte union of the crowns in 1603 on the death

of Elizabeth | and the accession of James VI/I. Even beyoresfgsially turbulent periodhe great
upheavals in British history continued to have an influence on the border. The Civil War and the
Jacobite risings of 1715 and 1745 had a direct impatherareaand its inhabitats.

The border of the East March follows the line of the River Tweed from just west of Berwick upon
Tweed to the Reddan Buwhich joins the Tweetetween the English village of Carham and the
Scottishvillage of Sproustofrom where itstrikessouth past the Cheviots. Berwick itself has spent
time on both sides of the border, having changed hands between the English andnaogtimes.

This stretch of the border was defended by three great militargrgjholds the castles of Berwick,
Norham and Wark all of which at different times were the subject of siegmbardment,and
capture. Berwick was the greater of three beméprtified town as well as a castiBuring the reign
of David (11241153)it wasthe pre-eminent port of Scotland and the site of a royal mint. An
important trading port it was always an attractive prize for both nations.

The area isnarkedwith the sites of battles fought between thwo nations many of which were
pivotalto the balance of powerThe Battle of Carham (c. 1018) fought between Uthred the Earl of
Northumberland and Malcolm I, the king of Scotland and his ally Owen the Bald the King of
Strathclyde was thearliest documentet] but others such as the Battle of Halidon Hill, just north of
Berwick where Edward Il defeated Sir Archibald Douglas in 1&33 the Battle of Flodden in 1513
which resulted in the death of JamBé of Scotland, the last British king to die in battle, show how
the politics of the two nations wereontinued by other means on the battields of the East March.

As well as the major set piece batt|éise areahas been the canvas on which many other minor
incursions have taken place from diversionary raids by Fr&oottish forces in the Hundred Years
War to the nightly cross border forays of the Border Reivers centred on cattle rustling and other

1 Pease, Howardrhe lord wardens of the marches of England and Scotland : being a brief history of the
marches, the laws of march, and the marchmen, together with some account of the ancient feud between
England and Scotlan®xford, 1863

2McGuigan, Neal and Woolf, Alex (Ed$)e Battle of Carhap Thousand Years Qlohn Donald, 2018



forms of theft and pillage, somsuch as the period of the Rough Wooing of Henry VIII and his son
Edward Viyere sanctioned as an extension of national policy

The inhabitants of the country south of the Lammermuir Hills, north of the Cheviots and East of the
Tweed watershed have much in common culturally, economically, and genetically and whose
common interests should have led to them living harmoniously. Yeptiiticalmachinationsof

those in power in London and Edinburgh have led to the area being defined by its .border

Cornhill House sits on this border ahds been the home dbur families of the landed gentrgf
Northumberland who have been entwined in many of the conflicts and historical events that have
made their mark both locally and nationally. In order they were@reys, theSwinhoes, the Fosters
and finally the Collingwoods. Adlur families not only owned Cornhill House lalsoother land and
properties throughout North Northumberland artilere are instances of intermarriage between the
families. The ownership of the house has been influenced not only by this buhalswdadsweep

of national historic events. This is an attempt to tell the story of both the house and those that lived
in it.

Origins

The area of Norham and the Islandshires, including Cornhill were part of the Bishopric of Durham.
Even after the creation of a County of Northumberland out of the ancient kingdom of Northumbria,
the area remained amxclave of Durham until 1844 at which point it was incorporated into
Northumberland. The Durham ownership dates tal@&en King Oswald of Northumbria brought St
Aidan from Ireland to spread Christianity in his newly recovered kingdoswald had been brought
up in exile on lona and wanted his kingdom to become Christian. He established a monastery on
Lindisfarne and to support the monastery it was granted the lands that eventually became the
Norham and Islandshires. Most grants ofdgrom king to church were in perpetuity and when,
following the arrival of Viking invaders, the control of the land moved from Lindisfarne to Durham,
along with the bones of St Cuthbert, the area remained in the control of the Bishopric. Norham
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from Scottish Incursions.

Cornhill does not appear in the Domesday Book astréh of
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of its compositionMuch of the land in the north was described
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there followed a period under William, William Rufus and Henry

| where most of the land in Northumberland was transferred

from its previousAngloSaxormowners to AngleNorman

supporters of the new regime. This was largely complete by
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The earliest references to Cornhill date from 1239 when a

William de Cornale is mentioned in tidée History and

Figurel Seal of William de Cornale Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durlarnm 1306 a
Henricus de Cornale is mentioned in the Durham Tithe Rolls.

Little is known about who they were but given their Norman names it is likely that they were

3 Adams, MaxThe King of the North: The Life and Times of Oswald of Northurhleaa of Zeus, 2020
4Raine,The History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durh&stume 3, p.496Newcastle, 1850



beneficiaries of this forcible transfer of land. Land would be granted in return for a promise of
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In 1296 Edward | invaded Scotland after the repudiation of his suzerainty over Scotland by John
BallioP. Edward moved his army from Norham Castle and crossed the river at Coldstream before
camping at the priory. The rodtbm Norham to the Coldstream fords runs past the north elevation

of Cornhill House so it is likely that his army passed this way. From Coldstream Edward attacked the
then Scottish town of Berwidllowed by theslaughter of most of the inhabitant&n his 1301

campaign in Scotland Edward |, also made use of the Coldstream fords on his advance West from
Berwick®

Split Loyalties The Grey Family

In 138 the Cornale familyradforfeited Cornhill andthe land was split into two parts with the

Heron family holding two thirds, the remaining paetme into the possession of the powerful Grey
family’. It is possible that the Cornale family had possession of the land in return for providing
military service, a process known as enfeoffment. If the freeholder died without an heir, the land
could escheat or revert to the lord. The transfer of the land ftbe Cornale family to the Grey

family may have been because of this procasgin return for the military service provided to the
bishop andking. Sir Thomas Grey hdlree sons John, Sir Thomas Grey &irdRobert Grey of

Cornhill Robert was the first Grey connected to Cornhill, was also a soldier, and had also owned
properties in Hydegate, Berwick. Like many border families the Greys owned property on both sides
of the border including a mill in Lauder. On the outbreak of hostiliin 1296 the familizad to

choose which side to support. Thomas and Robert chose Edward | and the English, but John chose
GKS {020ad W2KyQa {O20GAaK IftS3aAly0OS SR G2 (K
Castle. However, this was subsequently restored to roghier Sir Thomas.
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Thomas Grepf Heaton Castl¢1266beforel344) and Roberserved under Edwardand Edward I

in the Scottish Wars of Independencéhomadad led the suicidal charge at the Battle of

Bannockburn that was a significant factor in the English deféatbecaméhe constable of Norham

Castle in 1319nd almost certainly fought at the Battle of Halidon Hill in 1333 following which he

was made constable of Berwick K2 Y 4 Q a2y | faz2 I ¢K2YFaX AYKSNAI
father had an illustrious careas a soldier as well as being author of the influential history
ScalacronicaRobert was sheriff of Lanark and constable of Rutherglen Gattléts recapture by

Edward Bruce, brother of Robert.

Following the English defeat at Bannockburn Northumberland was left largely undefended and
Robert Bruce took advantage of this to carry out numerous raids extracting asptuncteras

possible to reward his followers. Cornhill was part of Bagish oNorham and the Bishopric had a
Bursar and Proctor appointed to receive rents from which the vicar of Norham and the chaplain at
Cornhill would be remunerated with the balance being sent to Durharntilltpe financial year
1313/14 the proctor had been usead an annual income of between £400 to £420. By 1318/19 this
had reduced to £9 This dramatic collapse in income could only be because tenants had nothing to
sell as it had all been looted or that they had simply abandoned the Foitbwing a truce in 1323

5 Morris, Marc:A Great and Terrible King: Edward | and the Forging of Britdiimdmill, 2009

6 Sadler, JohrBorder Fury; England and Scotland at War 12968 p 82; Pearson Longman, 2005

" Grey, Sir Thomgdrans. Sir Herbert MaxwelBcalacronica: The Reigns of Edward |, Edward Il and Edward IlI
Glasgow1907

8 Lomas RichardZounty of Conflict: Northumberland from Conquest to Civil, WHr, Tuckwell Press, East
Linton,1996.



incomes started to recoveburing this period life for the residents of Cornhill would have been very
tough.

Figure2 The Battle of Halidon Hill 1333

The History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durstate that on hisdeathin 1334Sir
RobertGreySeniorvasin possession @0 acres ofirable land, a mandjalso described as a
messuage which is a dwelling house with outbuildingbplf of thewater corn mill,a half of the
fishery,a maltings and a brewems tenant in chief to the Bishop of DurhaRobert Hatfield. A

tenant in chief holds land in return for military servi€obertGreyJuniorinherited the property but
diedfour years after his father in BB in the service oEdward IllIHedied without a son, so his
daughter Mariaaged 2was his heiress. As Maria was under 21 the Bishopric took control of the land
Maria, who wasubsequentlymarried to William Swinhgelso died before she attained her
majority,d 2 GKS flyR NBYFAYSR Ay {(KS KIFIyRa 2% G(KS
achieved his majorityfollowing which the lands were restored to him in 1382

9Raine, James and Surtees, RobEhie History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham, Volume 3
p.498
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Figure3 The Prince Bishops of Durham
Cornhill House and Cornhill Castle

Theexisting Cornhill House has been dated from the late sixteenth century and is a grade 2* listed
building®. This is partly because of its architecture but also because it is rare to find a domestic
building in this area that preates the union of the crowns in 1603. Most earlier structures that
survive are defensive in nature, the domediigldings wouldorobablyhavebeen destroyed in the
many conflicts that washed over the countryside. Most domestic buildings before the seventeenth
century were timber framed and thatched allowing them to be rebuilt easily following the almost
inevitable conflagration. The buildingsat did survive were either tower houses built of stone,
sometimes next to a timbebuilt hall, or bastle houses which were a stone bfittified farmhouse

that allowed a family and their livestock to retreat into a struetwith few windows and a single
ground floor door.

In 1338 there was a manor house with outbuildings in Cornhill on TwaekB82 this, along with the
land, mill fishery,and brewery, passed formally into the hands of the Swinhoe family. It is not

certain that this early manor house was in the same location as the current Cornhill House but given
that mill and fishery arelose byand that the house is on the main route to the known food®r

the Tweed dso,that the current house was certainly in the possession of the Swinhoe family in the
early part of the 1% century it seems a reasonable assumption that this was the site of the earlier
house.

How does Cornhill House relate to Cornhill Castle?

On Robert Swinhoe achieving his majority and coming into formal possession in 1382 he had little

time to enjoy it. This was thgeriod of the Hundred Years War and England had been in continual
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a French army had landed in Scotldadlivert attention away from hostilitieg1 France decided to

launch an invasion. There was a French force of ar@30@ men under the command of Jean de

Vienne which includethe knight Jean de Carrougues who would posthumously achieve fame as the
YIAY OKI NI Od SNJ The'Last BuRicSaa@® rhtiee disdrgadisefirde pughed into

0 Historic Englandyational Heritage List for Englantdist No1153748 2020



Scotland as far @&dinburghput the FranceScottish army fell back and refused to give battle. The
English forces, short on food and suppliesulked at pursuing them into the Highlands and
eventually decided to return to England having torched most of EdinBtirgh

Free from the attentions of the English army JearVamne along
with his Scottish allies the Earls of Douglas, March and Fife launched
a counter invasion initially into thdorthwest of Englandbut having
been repulsed by Harry Hotspur @arlisle turned their attentions to
the East March. Bypassing Roxbu@stle which was then in
English hands, the army turned its attention to Wark Castle which
was in a state of disrepair and after two day$ahdto-hand

fighting and heavy losses on both sides the castle was taken. The
English garrison wengut to the sword and the castl® wooden
buildingsrazed. At the same time Cornhill Castle 2.5 miles to the
east was destroyeld.

Figure4 Jean de Vienne

The site of Cornhill Castleasthe top of a steep escarpment overlooking the River Tweed half a mile
north of Cornhill House. It is a scheduled monumiarthe HistoricEnglandisting and is described

I arheWemains of a medieval tower house and barmkin, set within a small, naturally defended
promontory demarcated on the south side by a prominent ditched fed®iréhe site is overgrown

and there is no evidence of any structures above ground level. No archaeological investigation has
been carried outThe Gatehouse Gazeteer says that Cornhill Castle has been described as a timber
castle of the motte and bailey type, which may indicate that the original construction was of Norman
origin and the work of the de Cornalle family.

The evidence for its existence is based on the ditch and field adjacent to the site being called Castle

Stone Nich (or Nick), and an observation by an antiquarian Hutchistad in the listing as

tower near the bridge opposite Linnel Houddbweverthe actualtextsay® ¢ KS OF aidt S 2F / 2
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that heobserveda tower, rather that he knew that a tower or castle had existed and presumed that

the casté site was the location of botH Thelisting assumes thatvo references to towers in the

ownership of the Swinhoes in 1415 and 15df&r to the castle siteHHowever,an alternative view is

given by Dodds iBastions and Belligerents: Medieval Strongholds in Northumbewandcontends

that the castle was ot rebuilt after the 1385 destruction and that the later references refer to the

site of Cornhill Hous&VW Tomlinson in his 1888omprehensive Guide to Northumberlaays of
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a picturesque building in the Elizabethan style, standing upon a fine terraced lawn, at the end of the

village street®

11 Sumption, JThe Hundred Years War: Divided Houses, \(dfalber and Faber, 2009

2Dodds, John Bastions and Belligerents: Medieval Strongholds in Northumberkaepdate Publishing,
1999

13 Historic England\ational Heritage List for Englandist No. 1006508, 2020

1 Hutchinsm W, A View of Northumberland with an excursion to the Abbey of Majliésk2, Newcastle, 1776
% Tomlinson, WWComprehensive Guide to Northumberlahdndon, 1888



It isknownthat both Wark and Cornhill Castles were destroyed in the Fr&uattish raid of 1385
Given the slash and burn nature of these raids it seems highly unlikely that the manor house
described in 1338 located directly between the two castles would have survived the attentions of
the invaders and would most likely have been destroyed at tineesime.So,faced with the
destruction where was the house and tower rebilthe listing says the castle site, Doduaisl
Tomlinsonsay the Cornhill Housetsi

It is knownthat the tower was built by William Swinhoe the grandson of Robert and that the current
house was in the same family at the end of thé téntury. If this is thease why would the tower

have been built remotely from the manbiouse?According to theHistory and Antiquities of the
County Palatine of DurhaRobert Swinhoe only inherited 60 acres of arable land. If, as is likely, this
was contiguous with the Cornhill House st acres would not stretch to cover the site of Cornhill
Castleanarea 4 times as large would be requiréddseems more probable that the Cornhill Castle
site was on the land held by the Heron famlhjis unlikely that the Swinhoes would have built their
G26SN) 2y y2G0KSNJ FFYAfeQa fFyR

The other two major castle sites at Norham and Wark guard strategic ford crossings of the River
Tweed. However, the Cornhill Castle site is on a steep bank overlooking the river with a very steep
LI 6K R2gy (2 TheeSnaN&vS BelidairosSikyPp@ndadjacent to the castle but
following its destruction a new improved ford opened half a mile upstrdaotlds contends that the
castle was never rebuilt.

TheCornhill House site is a much better defensive position with excellent visibility in all directions
and on the route to three knowarossingpoints; one overthe DuddoBurn heading towards Wark
Castle, one next to thhouse crossinghe Tweedo the Lees and on to Coldstream and the third
leading to a crossing point where the Coldstream Bridgeswlasequently built this may have been

a ferry crossing. The latter two are shown on a military map of 1747 that predates the htigdge.
likelythat following the destruction of the castle the tower was built in a better locatiorthe

Cornhill House site.

Figure5 Military Map 1747
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archaeological work on both sites it will be difficult to prove conclusively one way or the other.

However, there are some potential further clues fréime fabric of the house that may support the
52RRaQ | NBdzYSyido ! G GKAa cdorettdns that the GodhillHausedgeS R G K |



was the location of the Cornhill Tower and tleatents to be described relate to the house and its
known occupants.

The Swinhoesind the Emergence of Cornhill House

Figure6 Swinhoe Coat of Arms

The Swinhoe famil§Family Tree Appendix Ayvere part of the landed gentry of the East March
with ties to both the Bishop of Durham and the Earls of Northumberland, the Percy famigy
readily intermarried with other families in their social class #ratefore held land in number of
locations throughout the area. The father of Robert was titled William Swinhoe of Goswick.

In 1415 a survey of the castles and fortalices of Northumberland was undertaken for Henry V in
advance of his embarking on the expeditionFrancethat led to the victory at Agincourt This was

so he would know who would defend the border of Scotland in his absence. The Turris de Cornhill
was listed as being in the possession of Willimi SwinGliam Swinhoe was the grandson of

Robert Swinhoe who first inherited thestate,andheis recorded as marrying Fortune the daughter
of Bertram Bradford of Burton; Burton being another village in the Islandshires district. The
Swinhoes are also listed as the owners of the Turris de Scremestrably built in 1402 as a pele
tower.

At that time there was no standing national armyandholders had obligations to provide military
service to their feudal superiors. The Swinhoes probably owed these obligations to both the Percy
family and the Bishopric of Durham and through them to the monatansequentlythey would be
expected to maintain a fighting forcen proportion to their landholdingghat could be called upon

for defensive or offensive operationthe defence of the border from Scottish incursions being the
most pressing coreen.

William Swinhoe had a son called Rauphe who in turn had a son also called William who inherited
the estates in 1477. William married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry CollowefoEtal. This was not

to be the last marriage between famili@sth an interest in Cornhill Housén 1487 William was paid

a retainer fee of between £2 and 50 marks by HenryidSir William Tyler, the captain of the town
and castle of Berwigko maintain a garrison force for the defence of the borfdethis would have
been under the overall control of the Berwigkrrisonrather than the Warden of the East March

16 Meikle, Maureen Manuel, Lairds and Gentlemen: A study of the landed families of the Eastern Anglo
ScottishBorders, Edinburgh, 1988

"The GateHouse Gazeteer, Northumberland Castles and Fortalices in 1415

18 Etty, ClaireTudorRevolution?Royal Control of the AngleScottish



Figure7 The Battle of Flodden 1513

In 1496 a second survey decided that the ToweCamhill was worth repairind.his could have

been a survey following a brief Scottish invasion by James IV in support of the claim of Perkin
Warbeck to the throne of Henry VII. Warbeck claimed to be the youngest son of Edward IV and the
rightful heir. The Scots crossed the Tweeda@ti§€tream and penetrated 4 miles into England. They
are reported to havelestroyed 3 or 4 little towerand attempted to demolish Heaton Castle

Could one of these have bedtme Cornhill Hous@ ower? The invasion only lasted 6 days as the
hopedfor support from Northumberland failed to emerge and an English army approached from
Newcastle.

After the accession of Henry VIII to the throtiee Swinhoes remained the service of kindor the
defence of the border, but it is not known what part, if any, tipgysonallyplayed in the Battle of
Flodden in 1513. The ford crossings from Coldstream to Cornhillttvemaaininvasion route of

James IVn hiswayto capture Wark Castle and subsequently Norham Castle before redtleing
battlefield 3 miles southeast of CornHlllAs the first defensive position after the Coldstream
crossing,tiis likely that theCornhillt 2 6 SNJ ¢ a | dal dzf 6SR & LI NI 27F
was in the region of 30,000 strong it is unlikely that the small Cornhill garrison would have put up an
effective resistanceDoddsO2 y it Sy Ra G KI G WI Y S% The Coldgt@qmF&d A 4 |
crossed the Tweed to the East of the confluence of the River Leit at Tweed Ghesiords were

again used by the remnants of his defeated army on their retreat hdammes |V was the last British
king to be killed in battle.

Border, 14831530 p62, Durham, 2005

19Bain, Joseph, edGalendar of Documents relating to Scotla@@5%1509, vol. 4 (Edinburgh, 1888), pp. 418
9no. 35

20 Goodwin, Georgeratal Rivalry, Flodden 1513: Henry VIII, James IV and the battle for Renaissance Britain
P163 Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2013

2! Dodds, John Bastions and Belligerentp34, Keepdate Publishing, Newcastle
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border?. This may not have deterred the Scots who burnt Ford, Branxton, and Cornhill #4.1524
Perhapgherefore, this was increased to 20 horsemafier 1528. During the Tudor period the only
professional native soldiers in the pay of England were those in Calais and the those of the garrisons
of North Northumberland. The Swinhoes were part of an elite military culture that differed from the
rest of English soeiy. Gilbert was described aa sharpe trew gentilman and keepith a good house'

The paymentvorth 20 marks a yeanadenecessary because thfe exposed position afhe

estate’®. Would whatever manor housattached to the towerthat existed in Cornhill at the time

have survived the Scottish incursion? It seems unlikely, and it may be after this event that the first
construction of the current Cornhill House took place.

Despite being paid by the Crown
for the defence of the border the
Swinhoes were loyal to #ir
immediate feudal superiors the
Percys when they became part of
the Pilgrimage of Grace in

1536°. The Pilgrimage of Grace
wasa spontaneous mass protest
of the conservativeand

generally Catholieglements in

the North of England angry with
the religious upheavals instigated
by Henry Vlland his chief
minister Thomas Cromwelbir
Thomas Percfc. 1504¢ 2 June

Figure8 The Pilgrimage of Grace 1536 1537)the younger brother of the
then Earl of Northumberland,

was a participantinthe 1537A 32 RQa NBo Sttt A2ys GKS aSO2yR LXKIas

he was arrested and along with many of the other participants, was hung drawn and quartered on
Tyburn in 1837.Henry was presumably satisfied with the extent of his retribution as the Swinhoes
escapel unscathed. It may be inferred that the Swinhoes at that time were also Catholics, and this is
supported by their later involvement in other religious rebellions.

By 1541 the Swinhoasgere certainly back in favour with the king and a further survey of border
defences on behalf of Henry found that

The tower of Cornell standing upon the banks of the said ryver of Twede in yt be twelve

husdandlandes wel plenyshadd a tower newe embattled cov'ed & put in good reparacon
by one Gylbert Swynnowe gentlema' the owener & inherytur of the said tower & towne of
Cornell who entendth also as his powers may serve to buylde a barmekyn about the said

22British HistoryOnling Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, Henp\éllime 3, 15123, Letterfrom
Thomas Lord Dacre to Wolsey, 24 January 1522

23 Tait, JonDickthe5 S @ A tnQ BreakihgkhdBorder Mafip20.Tredition, 2013

24Ellis, Steven @ivilising Northumberland: Representations of Englishness in the TudqrJ8tateal of
Historical Sociology, 2002

25 Meikle, MaureenrManuel,Lairds and Gentlemen: A study of the landed families of the Easteglio Scottish
Borders p. 410 Edinburgh, 1988



tower and doth prepare stuffe for the same and the said barmekyn from yt be ons well
fynyshed wylbe a greate succor defence & relefe in tymes of warre aswell for thinhabytants
of the said towne of Cornell as for other neybours nere adioyninge theféunto

12 husbandlands is approximately 384 aciigdss survey was 15 years after theo@ish raid of 1524

so a new or refurbishedower on the Cornhill Hase site may have been the resulttbé earlier
destruction of a manor house but in a stronger more defensible format. The addition of a barmkin
wall would have added even greater defensibility and would have provided shelter for the village
inhabitants in the event of cross border raidsslpossible that the central core of the current
Cornhill House, wbh has been tentatively dateak late 18 centurywas part of this rebuilding with

a tower being either integral tthe house at the west end or, the central core being a hall attached
to a tower at the east end.

The Rough Wooing

Thel541survey was in advance of the outbreak of war between England and Scotland which lasted
from December 1548 March 1551and followed thebreak with RomeOn 2 November 1542 the

Duke of NorfolkLieutenantGeneral North of th@rent,and CaptairGeneral in the campaign

against the Scotsyas recommending Gilbert Swinhoe to the Earl of Hertfarko led the invasion

of Scotland{o spy on the Scots in advance of hostilities.

Ws it is most necessary for his Lordship to have good knowledge by espial, desires him to entreat
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Figure9 Typical border forces in the 16th Century

26 Bates, Cadwallader JohFfhe Border Holds of Northumberlardewcastle upon Tyne: Society of Antiquaries
of Newcastle upon Tyne, 1891.
27 Calendar of the Cecil Papers in Hatfield House: Volume 1153016
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England decided to attack Scotland, partly to destroyAhéd Allianceand prevent Scotland being
used as a springboard for future invasionfmgnce, partly to weaken Scotland, and partly to force
Scotland to agree to a marriage alliance betwadary, Qeen of Scotgborn 8 December 1542),
and the English heir appareBdward(born 12 October 1537son of KingHenry VIIIThe conflict
has been called the Rough Wooing and the Swinhoes were intimately involigginosecution.

William Eure was the®IBaron Eure and in 1543 was Commander of the North and Warden of the
East March. During the prosecution of the RodMgboing,he was sending regulagportson his
force<activities in cross border raids. The Swinhoes, Gilbert, his son Waliehihe Cornhill

garrison under their commanare mentioned frequently. Some extracts from the reports illustrate
this?.

On 8" August, 1544 Men of the East Marches burnt Newbyging. The garrison of Warke took
up Hew Dridge and Burnhouses in Lamermore and ran a foray to Mylnerige. The garrison of
Cornell ran a foray to Rawburne, and thence to Mersington, and there got and burnt the
tower. The gaison of Norham took up Otterburn

On 25 August, 1544John Carres garrison of Warled Cornhill took up steads called Ketle
Shells and Haryell in Lammarmore. Sir Brian Layton and Lancelot Carlton ran a foray up
Lamermore edge to Laugh ton

On the 5th Septemberl544- by the captains of the garrisons at the command of the lord
warden, &c., Sir Brian Laiton captain of Norham, Thos. Gower, Geo. Sowlby, Lucas Metcalf,
Marmaduke Cholmeley, Lancelot Carleton, Gilbert Swynho, and others, in two divisions, to
Litleden and Rotrforth and to Dawcove; were attacked out of Ettrick forest by the lairds of
Buccleuch and Cesforth, Dand Carr of Littleden and Cowdenknowes. On the 22nd October by
the garrison of Cornell. On the 18th December by Will. SwyterBoawdon and Thirleston,

in Lammermore.

On 4 November, 1544The garrison of Cornell, Thos. Forster's company, &c., took up

Gordon in the Marse. The garrison of Warke ran a foray to Earl Bothwell's town of

Fernington. A stead called Jeffyle in Lammermore was taken up and one called Prestley burnt
and a town called feétency in the Marse taken up. The said Warke garrison also took up

Forgo and Susterlands. Sir George Bowes won Brome Tower, belonging to Patrick Hume, and
slew 14 men therein, burnt and cast it down, &c

On 6 December, 1544Single burnt by Robin Foster. 10 Dec, Laungsikes and Ryckleton
grange burnt by Riddesdale men and Sir Ralph Euer's retinue. 19 Dec, Marsington in the
Marshe spoiled by John Carr and John Swynho.

On 17" December 1544 Wm. Swynho of Cornall, my brother, the garrison of Warke and
Cornall, Robert Dicson of Browtherig, 20 of the Dicsons and other men with him, and Daind
Carr of Gaetshawe and 30 [of . . . . ppustonand . . . ... with them, rode to the head of
Calwthe]rdale to a town called Glengelt, "and brunt it on the daielight and ran a foreye all

the contre about, belonginge to th'erle Bodwell and lord Burlik (?), and g[at together] xxxxx
sheep . . . hed of nowt, xxx nagges and some prisonatgngckle insight gere. And as they
camme by Ca[wt]her a bastard sonne of John . . wnis (Hume's ?), of Blecweter and a noodre
[of] the persons of [Caw]ther and John Pringill of [the] Murrus and [hi]s son and a brodre of
the lard of Thornedickes camme indashot arrowes amonges our men, and strake a man

28 British History Onlind,etters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, Henry VIII, Volume 19-Begestber
1544, 15



throwghe the arme and hurt a horse. And then our men made a chase on them and toke the
lard of Thornedickes brothre in the chase and stroke to the yerthe John Pringle of the Murrus,
wiche was rescued againe by the feowe (?) men of Cawther

On the 26thJaruary 1545 Will. Swynnho laid an ambush at Hune castle. On the 129t

John Foster's garrison of Fenton, John Selby of Twysell, Jas. Selby of Tylmouth, and Will.
Swynnho of Cornell, into Lynton Lowgh and Bowbent, slew Dand Yonger of Felthershawes.On
the 20th November Will. Swynnho to Linton.

In the spring and summer of 1545, Gilbert Swinhoe seaslingletters and reports direct to the
Court.Records show thatin.

4 April 1545 letters arrived here from the Warden of the Middle Marches and Gilbert
Swynho of Cornehil, that he may declare their effect to the King.

11 June 1545letters received by Hertford from the Wardens of the West and Middle
Marches, with one to the latter from Gilbert Swynho, all containing intelligence out of
Scotland.

In 1546 the Swinhoes were again involved in cross border?faids

15th April 1546- Gilbert Swynnho of Cornell laid 2 "bushements" and took 4 prisoners, one a
son of Sandy Pringle's. One Robinson of Swynnhao's garrison slew Geo. Carr

The killing ofeorge Carr may have come back to haunt the Swinhoe family at a later date.

In 1547 Henry VIl died and was succeeded by his son Edward VI. The English decided to enforce
their will and engineer thenarriage of Mary Queen of Scots to Edwavrith even greatewigour. An
invasion force moved uthe East Coast of Scotland and inéitbne of the greatesEnglishdefeats

of a Scottish army at the Battle of Pinkie Cleoaohithe banks of the River Egksat Halidon Hill and
Flodden a significant proportion of the Scottish ruling class was wipedHoutever,despite the
resounding defeat the Scottish government refused to come to terms and the infant Queen Mary
was smuggled to France where she was betrothed to the Dauphin.
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Figurelo The Battle of Pinkie Cleugtb47. Anot
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Following thebattle, the English occupied many of the castles and forts in the South of Scotland but
they were adrainon the English exchequer and were under resouysedhey found it difficult to
maintain control of the area and could not prevent the arrival of a significant Frenchifoscgport

of the Auld AllianceThis would have a direct effect on the Swinhoes and Cornhill House.

Andre de MontalembertSeigneur @s¢é a French nobleman and favouriethe French Courtvas

sent to Scotland with a force of 6000 men to support the Regent Arran after the defeat at Pinkie

Cleuch. Afirst, he tried to capture the English held fort at Haddingtmrt was unsuccessful. He

later had greater success in taking the fort on Inchkeith in the Firth of Beftre turning his

attention to the BordersHe launched attacksom a base in Jedburgind in one of these Cornhill

House described ashouseW o dzA £ G | FUOSNNEKSE RYR FOHSINKB 24158 ailiSy | of
provided with good waters, wood and the like conveniences: stored with large quantities of salted
arftyz2yszs | yR 2 PRKtSAS takeiz@id loddd oflprovisiBng fcludihe store of

saltedsalmon5 Q9 a4 &S alLISyid | LIWINRPEAYLFGSte ¢ Y2yikKa Ay { O:
triumph with 7 English banners.

= ANDRE DE MONTALEMBERT,
¢ oomle of Farwer, Lacwbernant General pourle
Rowt omenandant ver Ar mear en Foerseow
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Figurell Andre de Montalbert, Seigneur d'Esse

Mary and Elizabeth

By 1551 the Rough Wooing was over anti563 Edward VI died leaving behind a succession crisis
which was eventually to lead to Henry @lkldest daughter Mary being crowned queém1554 she

30 Anon, History of the Campagnep.97



married Philip 1l of Spain and was simultaneously Queen of England and Queen Consort of Hapsburg
Spain.

5dzZNAyYy 3 al NEQ& NI A Jigm Swinfioetlie sohssolGibértzhéld posfsRs park of

the garrison of Berwiclkcontinuing the military tradition of the Swinhoe famifyut of a garrison of
1000horsemen Ralph and William had command of 100 horsemen &aatyert Collingwood
commanded another 10Because of the Mafya Y | tNeNdlakticAsBip with Spain changed and it
was possible for Spanish military men to find employment in England and during this @eriod
Spanish mercenary named Guevara took up residence in Berwick and bacaptain in the
garrison. The Guevara family were later to intermarry with the Swinlaoegohn Guevara

(probably a son of the original immigramgse to be Deputy Warden of the East March.

Mary was childless and Elizabeth was her lgefact disputed by many Catholics. Mary, Queen of

Scots was the only legitimate descendant of Henry VIl and married to the dauphin of France. In the
fFOGSNI LIFNI 2F alNBE LQa NBAIYy (KS &ad@otSaarzy G2
relationsand William Swinhoe was involvedritonitoring the activities of the Scots north of the

border. In September 1557 he sends a letter to the Earl of Shrewsbttigg out intelligence on

Scots activity

Right honourable, my most humble and bounden duty remembered. This may be to signify
unto your lordship that there came yesterdayHoome[Hume Castle] 30 score of cannon

shot carried on horseback in creels, and alsogthame before 8 puncheons of wine, as they
arex Al ola I+ LI NOSt 2F (GKS 1jdzSSyQa 26y LINR D,
herself.As | can yet learn they intend to besiege Wark, and the captain thereof is this day
entered into Scotland to his taker. The whole power doth muster upon Fawlawe Moor
[between Jedburgh and Yetholor} Saturday next, and, as | am informed, sets forward on
Sunday, and will be a greatpower than ever | saw of Scotland together at one time. | trust

to get more perfect knowledge before they set forwards of their proceedings and if they hold
gayt, if your lordship will give mieence| trust to find the means to serahe Englishman

that shall lie in their camp and see the manner of their doings, their power, their order of
marching and so far as he can learn their intent. And tlwasnmit youdordship to the

tuition of the Holy Ghost. From Cornhill this present Wednesday at 8 of tkeatloight this

[ ] of September, 155¥.our Lordships most humble to command, William Swifhoe.

Mary became ill in May 1558 possibly from ovarian cancer and died in Noveldtaeever, before
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further worsened relationships with Scotland whose ally France was embroiled in conflict with Spain

on the continentIn addition,the Catholic Mary Queen of Sc@®tential claim on the English

throne as a descendant of Henry VII and potential rival to the protestant Princess Elizabeth further

raised tensionsThe war featured ntarge-scaleengagements and consisted mainly of cross border

raids oneof which was an attack on Cornhfiat resulted in the death of William Swinhoe. The

attack was recorded in a report sent back to the English court.

0On Dec. 22 William a Swenoa was slain in Cornhill where he lay with his garrison. All his
garrison with seventeen of Capt. Wood's soldiers and many townsmen taken prisoners, lost
their horses and all that ever they had. This was on the Thursday in thexmatrsunrising.

The Scots and French came over Tweed at Cornhill, three ensigns of footmen [approx. 1000
men], and 700 horsemen. The captain did fortify his stone house, caused the door to be
rammed up, and put himself with his garrison, townsmen ahérs, to the number of seven

31 Lambeth Palace Library, Talbot Papers Volume D, Letter from William Swinhoe to Francis™zéinoos
Shrewsbury



score, many horses and much cattle, into the "barmkinge." The French and Scots gave the
approach, happen to kill the captain with a shot, in the end made one breach not past six
feet broad; and so, the captain slain, the "barmekin" was won, all withakén prisoners

without resistance, like beasts; they never sought stroke for it after the captain was slain. It is
pity to relieve them. If they had kept it one hour, they had had relief. The Lord Euers sent 300
footmen from Berwick, Sir Henry Percy froariém 200 horsemen and 400 footmen, and

300 footmen from Wark and 100 horsemen besides the company. They came shortly."

From this report it is apparent that the barmkémclosure must have been of a reasonable size to
have accommodated over 140 people and all their horses and catike site of Cornhill Castle is too
small to have housed such a number and gives greater credence to Cornhill House being the site of
the Tower of Cornhill wheran extensivébarmkin could have been constructed.

I FGOKSNRYS YSagrietdf 2018 deRciibes3tfficial assessments of Cornhill House.

It has been argued that this attack demonstrated the impracticality of relying on the gentry,

their towers and barmkins as a means of national defelrc&561the property was

describeda®hyS (26NBX 2NJ LIAEST 6AGK I 01 NYyS1AYy 6
322R NBLAH NI OA2yaQ

The Swinhoesiow became embroiledn other national event® A f f A YQ& @2 dzy ISNJ 6 NR
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was an attempt by the largely Catholic Northern Earls to depose the protestant Elizabeth and replace

her with Mary Queerf Scots. Thieven thoughthe previous year Ralph had been in prison in

Durham charged with murder, of whom is not recodée

The rebellion was led b@harles Neville, 6th Earl of Westmorland, and Thomas Percy, 7th Earl of
Northumberland.They occupied Durham and marched south but on hearing of a large force coming
to meet them retreatedhorth and dispersed with many fleeing into Scotlag@dnes Swinhoe acted

as a messenger between the Countess of Northumberland and Thomas Percy in hiding.
Northumberland was eventually captured and handed over to Elizabeth who promptly had him
beheaded. Ralph had been given shelter in nearby Hume Gastlevas eventuallyaptured in

Scotland by Alexander Home of North Berwick in possess$ianimals and goods from Home's
estates in Trottingshaw in the Lammermdir$oth Ralph and Jamesere named in the subsequent
Act of Attainder but escaped execution. They were pardonatiance again became loyal servants

of the crown.

32 British History OnlineCalendar of State Papers Foreign: Elizabeth, Volume F1B8H Letter from Francis
Chesylden to Sir John Thynbec 28 1558

33Kent, CatherineCornhill House: Heritage Statememd Archaeological Assessmged019

34Wilson BarbaraThe Changes of the Reformation Period in Durham and Northumberland, D&hGm

1939

35 Meikle, Maureen Manuel,airds and Gentlemen: A study of the landed families of the Eastern Anglo Scottish
Borders, Edinburgh, p.42826, 1988
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Commissioners.

Cornell Towre belonginge to Thomas Swynney gentleman, standing nere to Tweed upon the
border of Scotland about amyle west and by south of Heton aforesaid decaied by Warres of
late tyme, by whom to be repared we cannot learne otherwise then as aforesaidowihe

or fortresse we also do thinck a veryefit and convenient place for the consideracions as
aforesaid if it were repared the charges of which reparacions as before it hath bene we
esteeme to a hundreth pouffd

The central core of the current house is dated from the laté déntury and this report suggests
that in 1584 there was a tower on the site. It is possible that the tower was either integral to the
current house structure oat the east end of the house with the house itself being a hall on two
floors. The latter explanation is favoured by Catherine Kent in her Heritage Statement.
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place, and it recorded the representation from CornHithere were 20 named horsemen the same
obligation as that in 1522.

Corneller Rowland Sesbey, Thomas Swinnowe, Oswold Hoodspeth, John Michelson,
Nycholas Chandler, Nycholas Taylor, Jarrett Hoodspeth, George Nycholson, James
Hoodspeth, George Hoodspeth, Robert Clarke, James Read, Olyver Scott, George Archbauld,

3¢ Dacre, ChristopheReport of the Commissioners on the Borte84, List Transcribed by Bates, Available on
Gatehouse



Ousould Nychelsodphn HeslopeOlyver Louke, Gilbert Chandler, Gawene Chandler, William
Badkyne’’

In 1596 Thomas Swinhaeclined to contribute towards the repair of the Holy Island church and is
listed as a catholic refus&r From this entry and the involvement of the Swinhoes in earlier Catholic
led rebellions against Henry VIII and Elizabeth | it can be reasonably inferred that they were
Catholic family throughout this perioét the time there was considerable support for the Catholic

faith in the north of North Northumberland. In 1594 James VI of Scotland had written to the
Treasurer of Berwick requesting the apprehension of James Douglas and Thomas Cransoun, agents
of the Ear of Bothwell and accused of conspiring with the Scottish catholic earls. They had been
ALl G3GdSR T NB I defexkiTivysaiCokaiill a8 d/ Brakantiifhere is a concealed cavity
behind the wall of one of the firdtoor bedrooms irthe 16" century core ofCornhill House that can

only be accessed from the attic. Could this have been a priest hole?

This is the last record of the Swinhoes during the reign of Elizabeth | who died inad®bQ&s

succeeded by James VI of Scotland who became James | of England and unified the two crowns. This
act removed the primary cause of Angbaottish conflicand meanthat building along the border

was no longer required to haxedefensive quality. This would have a significant impadhe

development of Cornhill Housklowever it would not mean that the Swinhoes would henceforth

lead a peaceful existence as national evemtsild once again impache lives of the family.

The English Civil War

ThomasSwinhoehad been succeeded by his son James who married Mary, ©el®©rdes being

anotherlanded gentry family in North Durharand they in turn gave birth to a son who was named
Gilbert.By 1@8 Gilbertwaslisted asa colonel and field commander when presented before the

Court of HighCommissiorfor failing to execute orders from that coé?t The Court of High

Commission was the supreme ecclesiastical court in Englladidhad ordered Col Swinhoe to detain

a Richard Oude (Orde?) but had lethimigls ¢ & GKS 9FNX 2F b2 NI KdzyoSNI
even though he was a freeholder himself. He was married to Dorothy Guevadadigéter of Sir

Henry Guevara angreatgranddaughter of Sir John Guevatae Deputy Warden of the East March.
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stationed in Berwick in 1640

37Till Valley Archaeological Society Archiwetract from Calendar of Border Papeduster of Horse on the

East Marches1584

38 Meikle, Maureen Manuel,airds and Gentlemen: A study of the landed families of the Eastern Anglo Scottish
Borders Edinburgh, 1988

39 National Archived, etter from James VI fbreasurer of Berwicil8 November 1594

40 Newman, Peter RoberThe Royalist Army of Northern England 1:@52The Acts of the High Commission

Court Diocese of Durham
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Figurel3The Covenanter Army 1640

At this time Charles was in conflict witdirge parts of Scotland over his attempts to impose unified

religious practicedMany Scots were presbyterian adherents to the Church of Scotland and
O2yaARSNBR / KINI SaQ LINE LR aS Reddhed @adiddiiofthe2 0SS /| (1 K2
National Covenant which vowed to resist the changes. In 1640 a Covenanter army advanced to the

border and camped at Dufis The English forces were concentratedarwick, buthe Covenanters

bypassed them by crossing the Tweed to West. The direct route from Duns to the road south

through Northumberland involves crossing the Tweed at Coldstream. At this timewer no

bridge so the route would have been via theveedfords thatwere overlooked by Cornhill House.

Not for the first time the house may have witnessed an invading army crossing the border in one

direction or the other.

SirRobertClavering in Berwick did not have intelligencetloe exactlocation of theCovenanters but

had orderedlamed g6 A Yy K2SQa O2YLJl ye FyR GKFdG 2F /FLIGIFAY ad
£t @red8nSBl\Co support the English army that was then in Hexhdfhe Covenanter army

hadheaded south wittihe aim of capturing Newcastle which at the time supplied the coal to fuel

London. It crossed the Tyne at Newburn and defeateddisciplined and under traineinglish

armyin a short battle. Ithen took Newcastle the following dalf.is not recorded ilamesvas part

of the English army at thieattle, but it is a reasonable assumptiofihe Scots were allowed to

remain in control of Northumberland and Durham for a year after Newlountii finally retuning

north of the border in Agust 1641 following the Treaty of London.

2KIG DAfOSNI yR WHYSAaQ aAadda G6A2y gka Ay OGKAA Ay
Sheriff of Northumberland when Charles raised his standard at Nottingham to start the English Civil

4 Gerrike,Bradley T., Civil Wars in Britain, United States Military Academy, West Point, 1988
42 |bid.



War. Gilbertraised thepossecomitatusin support of the Kirfj. This would have been a force of the
landed gentry of the county along with their followerhose purpose was to maintain the peace

and protect property. Gilbert was also made a Commissioner of Array to the Commission of Oyer
and Terminer. Under this commission from the Ki@gbert would have haduthority to muster and
array the inhabitant®f Northumberlandand to see them in a condition for war, or pat soldiers of
the countyin a condition for military servicdhe Commission of Oyer and Termineas essentially

a court set up to enquire into treason, felonies, and misdemeanours.

Figurel4 Charles Raises his standard at Nottingham to start the English Civil War

Unfortunately for Gilbert and James they were on the losing side of the war and following the defeat

of Royalist forces at Marston Moor in 1644 by a Parliamentary army supported by the Scots,
Parliamenttook control of the North of Englandsilbert was arrested but released on bond and

excluded from employmentbgt N¥ A YSy G 1S G221 GKAAa 2L NIdzyAid
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Northumberland and tried to reachlames Graham, the'Marquess of Montrose who was leading

the largely Catholic highland clans in support of the King against the Presbyterian supporters of the
Covenant. In 1646 he wasrested againand this time transported by sea from Berwick to the

Tower of London where he was to tfie

LY mMcnt DAfOSNIQ& 6AFS 52NRGKE& gla | 0O0dzaSR 2F o
witchcraft and many women were falsely accuseigd, and frequently executed as a resultis

“3Newman, Peter RoberThe Royalist Army of Northern England 1-852The Acts of the High Commission
Court Diocese of Durham
44 Newman, Peter RoberThe Royalist Army of Northern England 1:8%2The Acts of the High Commission
Court Diocese of Durham
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possible that being now a widow, of foreign ancestry and probably a Catholic made her the potential
GFNBSG F2NI Ly | 00dzal A2y 2N GKFG GKA& 61 & GASR A
However, it appears that she survived this accusati®he wastill alive in 1652.

James Swinhoe was to serve in the Royalist army throughout both the First and Second Civil Wars.
Starting as a captain he rose to be a lendant colonel and, on the death 8ir Robert Clavering took

control of the foot regiment as colonel. James had a lieutenant colonel serving under him called
ThomasOrdg K2 Yl & KIF @S 6SSy | O2dzarAy ¥a WHYSaQ 3INIYyR

In 1643Jamegook part in the Battle of Adwalton Moavhich was an early success for the King and

his Captain General, William CavendishDike of Newcastle. Cavendish had himself financed much

2T KS YAYy3IQa 61 NI STF2NI yR AG Aa tA1Ste GKFG {
Following thign 1644he was involved iseveralactions in the North including theoss of Morpeth,

the Taking of Dumfries, the Siege of Morpeth, the Taking of South Shields and the Skirmish at

Sunderland. After taking control of thegiment,he was part othe defending forces at thé-month

Siege of Carlisl@hich ended with surrender in July 1645
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In the interbellum period between the First and Second Civil \WWaied been agree that Berwick

and Carlislewere not to be occupied by either side but in 1648 the Second Civil War broke out and
Colonel James Swinhoe was one of the cavalier officers under the Governor Charles Branding who
occupied Berwick. This was shéivied, and after 3 monthst was in the hands of Scottish forcdhe
Second Civil War was alsoortlived,and Charles | was put on trial and eventually executed on 13
January 1649. Holwing this Parlament started to fine those who had been on the Royalist side.

Following the defeat of the King, James Swinappears to have gone into temporary exile in
Barbados. It may be that the Swinhoe family had séeme holdingson the island A 1638 record of
inhabitants of Barbados owning more than 10 acres of land includes a James Swinhoe. Hopvever,

45 British Civil War Project Online, Wiki
46 Newman, Peter RoberThe Royalist Army of Northern England 1:@52The Acts of the High Commission
Court Diocese of Durhamp. 298



1651 James had returned to England to face the fines imposed by Parliament. This is set out in detail
in the records.

James Swinhoe compounds for his delinquency in assisting the forces raised against
Parliament, in the first and last engagemefite has been beyond the seas for 6 months

past. Particulars of his estatef-or life, with various remainders, the manor ofridagton, Y.

V. B. W (Yearly Value Before the War) 120 pounds, after expiry of a lease for 5 years; a
tenement or messuage with several tenements and land called Cornhill, parish of Norham, Y.
V. B. W. 10 pounds; a messuage or tenement and lands callekeGouses, parish of
Kirknewton, Y. V. B. VB0 pounds; a tenement and lands in Chatton, Y. V. BLOMounds;

a tenement and lands in Kirknewton, Y. V. B. W. 2 pounds; several cottages in Holy Island
MD, Y. V. B. W. 1 pound, all in f&&raves alloware of the following seems charged upon
Berrington by deed dated June 22nd, 1637: 600 pounds to the Earl of Suffolk, with 12 years
interest; 200 pounds to Thosmas Welford, Esq., with 7 years interest; 100 pounds to William
Bradley with 7 years interest; 1@dunds to William Turney, gent, with 8 years interest; 100
pounds to Mark Bradley with 7 years interest; also one pound per annum for ever to the

[ FaGtsS 2F b2NXKIYX 2dzi 2F [/ 2NYSKAtET | faz KAA
the lands excepBerrington, 1649 Aug 9, fine 393 Pounds, 13 shillings and 4 pennies.1651,
July 22ndCompounder complains that, although he has paid his fine and had his discharge,
he is threatened with reequestration by the (Court?) Commission unless he brings in his
composition money to Mr. Ledgard of Newcastle, treasurer for compositions there. Order
that he be no further molested.

At current values this was a fine in the region of £250,0108 interest At some point shortly after

this, Cornhill House passes into the ownership of Eoester family. It is possible thai pay the fine
James Swinhoe took the decision to sell some of his propByt§660 Thomas Forster is listed as
being T / 2 dapds kdnting@dto live in the county and probably resided in one of théX f € Qa
other properties He was killed in duelwhichachieved someaotoriety, andit is worth repeating

the report®.

Of the hostile meetings, none would creatgraatersensatiorthan that which took place in

1672 between Mr. James Swinhoe, of Chatton, and Mr. Andrew Carr. The deposition of
Richard Henderson gives a vivid description of the fatal rencontre. A large party, including
Mr. James Swinhoe, his brother Gilbert, and Mrr,Gvere drinking at a tavern at

Chillingham when a dispute occurred between the twortashed gentlemen, Gilbert

Swinhoe in the end giving Carr a blow with his fist. Further hostilities were prevented for the
time by the intervention of friend#\fter they had separated for the night, however, Carr sent

a written challenge by his friend, Ensign Home, but to which of the brothers it was addressed
is not known. Henderson was staying in the same inn with the Carrs, and when they went out
at sunrisethe next morning he followed them. On reaching a garden at the rear of a tavern,
kept by one Anthony Dunston, he saw James Swinhoe and Carr fighting with swords. Wishing
to prevent bloodshed, he interfered, and prevailed on Carr to enter the inn witlaie.

they sat drinking for the space of an hour, at the end of which time Carr left. Some time
afterwards, hearing a woman cry out that two men were fighting in the same garden, he

went thither and found the same men fighting, and saw Carr give Swinbakedih wound

47 Records of the Committee for Compounding etc. @itinquent Royalists in Durham and Northumberland
during the Civil War etc. 1641%60. Online resource
48 Bath, Joannayiolence and Violent Crime in the North Eas.6501720.Newcastle upon Tyne, 2001
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the Swinhoe$adlaid an ambush during the Rough Wooing, during which a George Carr was Kkilled.

Could this have been the final settlement of a blood feud lasting 126 peavas it warring

neighbours as by that time the Heron part of Cornhill, after they had lost their seat at Ford Castle,

had passed to the Carrs, so the Carrs and Swinhoes had been neighbours.

A Hundred Years oforsters

John Forster of Cornh{Ll6191679)is the first of the Forster familfFamily Tree, Appendix Bjo

live at Cornhill House. He was the youngest son of Sir MaBwsterof Etherstoneand it is

possible that Cornhill House was bought as a residendeifoasa junior member of the family

From 1579emMT Mp (GKS C2NBUSNE KIFIR Ffaz2 2¢gySR (GKS OKdz2ND
Carham Sir Mdthew Forster was the son of Sir Thomas Forster VI of Adderstdnedespite
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Figurel6 Forster Coat of Arms

Figurel7 Forster Coat of Arms revealed on chimney breast when plaster removed in reception room

The Forsters were an important family in North NorthumberlalRtevious generations had
fought at Agincourt and Flodden and had beewarded with titles and land by Henry V and
VIII.Sir John Forster of Bambur@b181603)wasmade the Constablef Bamburgh Castle and
was the Warden of the Middle Marand Deputy Warden of the East Maré¢the amassed



sufficient resources to buy all the Bamburgh Catholic church lands from Henry VIII on the
dissolution of the monasteriesie took part in the Siege of Berwick in 1%6@ escated Mary
Queen of Scots over the border into Englaadiew the new walled fortifications of Berwick
Hehelped suppress the Ntirern Earls Rebellion against Elizabeth | in 1569. A rebellion that the
Swinhoes had supported.

The Forsters were a protestant family and supported most of the@attiolicmovements in this
period. John Forster of Cornhill wasteong supporter of Scottish Presbyterianiamdwas criticised
F2NJ SyO02dz2NF 3Ay3d KAA (Sylydaga (2 tA&GSYy (2 {0200GA3

On the 29 January660 John Forster took part in the Bockenfigldster near Felton in

Northumberland®. There were 129 gentlemen volunteers amongst them 6 Greys, 3 Swinhoes,

including James Swinhoe, 13 Forsters and 7 Collingwtiaddikely that the muster was to raise the
O2dzyieQa RSTSyaAgdS FT2NDSa |G [IThisiwadike p&idd atey 4 A RS NI
end of the Protectorate where England appeared to be drifting into anafidig Muster took place

shortly afterGeneralMonck marched hisegimentfrom where they had been campeat

Coldstreanover the borderon 2 January 166Gpwards London in support dhe restoration of

Charles . It is likely that again Cornhill House would witness an army passing by its North facade.

Monck was instrumental in bringing about the restoration of CharléesH i SNJ a2y O1 Qa RS (K
his regiment was renamed The Coldstream Regiment of Footgimhdsour of the starting point of

the march Southand was to becom&he Coldstream Guardhe oldest contiuouslyserving

regiment in the British Army

In 1666 he was taxed on seven fireplaaas in 1672 he was the High Sheriff of Northumberlgind.

John Forster and Matyad 4children: Thomasof Cornhil) Catherine, Elizabeth and Margapét.
Elizabeth married Henry Collingwood of Westerheugh and Branxton. Henry Collingwood lived until
he was 103They were married for 70 years

John Forster of Cornhill was the younger brother of Thomas Forster VIl of Ethendiose great
grandchildren weréseneral Sir Thomas Forster X, Dorothy ForsterJahd Forster of Adderstone

who married Elizabeth Orde and whose initials are above the dining room fireplace in Cornhill
House General Sir Thomas Forster was the MP for Northumberland and in 1715 supported the rising
in support ofthe Stuart claim to the thrones of England and Scotland of Jaiineson of the

deposed James II. Despite having no miliexgeriencehe was appointed general of the English
Stuartarmy. Forste surrendered his forces to the Hanoverian army after what was arguably the last
battle to be fought on English soil at Preston. Forster was taken to Newgate Prison and was
sentenced to be hung drawn and quartered but with the aid of his sidteothy,who bribed the
guards, he managed to escape to France where he was to die inTéél&orsters forfeited their
properties in Carham as a result.

Thomas Forster married Elizabeth Reed anddraldaughteralsoElizabethln 1685 he was a
Common Councilman and Justmiethe Peacen Berwick and in 1690 contributed towards a grant to

4 Raine, 1852

50 Felton Storigsonline resource

1 Paget, Julian (EdJhe Coldstream Guards 163000 HistoryBarnsley, 2000
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John Forster, Esq and Wm Armourer, owne£g2.0.0. Raine 1852 appendix 156, 159.

53 Forster, GerryThe Forsters of Adderstone and Bambuyi@bld CoastAustralia, 2003



William and Mary to allow them to pursue the war against France. In 1703 he was High Sheriff of
Northumberland like his fatheHe died in 1725 aged 86

Figurel8Marriage stone of John Forster aniz&beth Orde

The marriage stone over the fireplace in the dining room of Cornhill House has the initials I(J)F and
EO. Catherine Kent attributed this to the marriage of John Forster of Cornhill. However, John
married Mary Orde not Isabella. A likely explanation is foldwing the death of Thomas Forster of
Cornhill in 1725 the house passed to John Forster of Adderstongwelsothe greaggrandnephewof

John Forster of Cornhithe brother of General Sir Thomas Forsgard probably the Forster son

most in need of amommodation at that time

John Forster of Adderstone married Isabella Orde in Bf#bthis seems to fit the archaeological

evidence. John and Isabella had one son Thomas Forster 1X of Adderstone amd 24@aughter

Isabellain 1745 John Forster died in 1745 and in 1763 Thomasdisbagedl9 and without

childrenLal 6SttF C2NBRGSNI gK2 ¢l & wHp G OGRoGertiAYS 2F ¢
Fenwick and had a further 10 children. She is featured in a painting by Thomas Bardwell housed in

the Laing Art Gallery in Newcastt#epicting her marriage to Robert Fenwick, along with heersis

Ann and in front of Norham Castle which was owned by her father William Orde of Santtybank

54 Forster, GerryThe Forsters of Adderstone and Bambui@bld Coast, Australia, 2003
55 Art Fund, online resource



Figurel9 Portrait of Captain Robert Fenwick and his wife Isabella Orde on their marriage and her sister Ann

FollowingW2 Ky C@aehlB{iilSNDMm2 dzaS LI aaSR (2 ¢K2YlF & C2NREGSNI
family. Elizabeth had married Henry Collingwood of Westerheugh and their son John Collingwood is
the first Collingwood occupant of the house

The Development of Cornhill Houss50-1750

Because of the land ownershifne assumption adopted in this histoig/that thetower referred to

in the surveys of 1541 and 1548 as belonging to the Swinhoe family, was located on the site of
Cornhill Houself this was thecase then what would the house have looked like at the beginning of
the 17" century?

It is likely that the central core of the house was a stone hall which had probably replaced an earlier
timber version destroyed in one of the FrarB8oottish raids of earlier years.



Figure20 Outline of large fireplace that would have been the focal point of the 16th century hall

A defensible tower could havseen locatedat the east end of the corklockor alternatively where
the northwest wing now stands. Thereaid 200mmthick stone wall on the nortigable of the
northeastwing that is much thicker than the other walls in the houBesis possibly a remnant of
the tower.

The walls on the two north gables showed signs of there being an earlier configuration of buildings
along this line with the stone below 1000mm being of a different character to that above. The
removal of the render in the north courtyard revealegubstantiatimber lintel over what would

have been a large opening into the corridor. The size of the opening is too large for the width of the
corridor so could indicate that there was a single storey link, perhaps between the corridor and the
tower in this lacation. Thel 7" centurynortheast wingcollides with the windows of thewo-storey
corridor indicating thathe corridorwas possibly constructed earlier to create links between the
tower and the hall after it was subdivided into smaller rooms. It seems likely that the house was
orientated to the hollow way running across the north side of the house, this being the main roa
down to the Tweed fords.



Figure21 Location of former opening into corridor

There is no definite evidence of the location of the barmkin wall although the older stonework at the
lowest levels of the north elevationscertainly of an earlier date and may be a remn&gveral
precedents have beesuggestedor how thehouse might have been configured but one that has

been overlooked is that of Smailholm Tower, 5 miles west of Kelso. This has most of the components
that seem to have been present at @hill House a tower, a separate hall, a barmkin wall and even

a single storeynik between the hall and the tower.

i:igure22 Smailholm Tower, a possible‘comparison '

Smailholm was the residence of the Prinfgimily and was built during the same period as the
Cornhill Tower and for the sanpairpose,the defence of the family from cross border raids.



Althoughon the other side ofhe border it seems likely that construction would follow similar
patterns. Could this be the most appropriate qoamison for Cornhill House?
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l __Possible Tower Location
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16th Century Fabric and Potential Earlier Structures Shown Dotted

Following the union of the crowns in 1603 the requirement for a defensible house reduced

significantly and through the ¥7century Cornhill House was turned into the dwelling of a country
gentleman. It is not certain if this process was started by the Swinhoes before the 1650s or whether
thisg - a | NBadzZ &G 2F (GKS C2 NE (G S Ndwevér|ah daglicl pageth®MNJI ( K S
windows was visible on the southwest wing and the central core. These were smaller windows than
the later 18" century versions and seem to be of Jacobean proportions. If they are Jagtisan

would suggest that the wing was built by the Svaak rather than the Forster$his winghas the

Forster initials above the fireplace on the grouiabr, but this is likely to have been inserted later,



particularly if it refers to the marriage of John Forster of Adderstone and ElizékathellaOrdein

1739 The tower could stihaveexisted at that point but by the time the northwest and northeast
wings were constructedt had probably been demolishedong with the barmkin wallndeed,
thesecould have been the source of the stone for the construction of these wings. There were quoin
stones revealed on the northeast corner of the northwest wing with anglgsthat had come from
some previous construction.

Figure23 Earlier window pattern visible in the stonework

The north gable afortheastwing has subsured an earlier gable wall from a previous building. Its
outline was visible when the render was removed, and it is clay built unlike theetitury walls

above and to the south. This earlier building is over the cellar and there are clear signs that the floor
levels were lower on this side of the house than at present.

Figure24CIay uiIt gable visible on ground floommitheastwing



The cellais stone vaulted and runs under the entirety of the Northeast wing. It is possible that this
is a very early part of the house as the wing above has undergone at least three rebuilds or
alterations. There are brick and stone compartments built on two v@all®ouse various types of
stores and a bath like structure that may have been for the storage of ice or for salted salmon.

Figure25The cellar under the Northeast wing

Could the cellar have housed the salnstalen by the Seigner de Esse in his cross border raid of
15477

Figure26 The Forster Crest abowgklerfireplace

The thickening of the internal wall in the morning room can be assumed to b& eehfury
intervention by theC 2 N as $hélEdaster family crest was revealed dintel stone above what
was a much larger fireplace than at present.
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Ground Fioor Plan

17th Century Fabric

By the middle of the 18century the house would probably have consisted of the original late 16
early 17" century core and three wings built at various times in th# ¢&ntury with some internal
alterations.

The Collingwood~amily

The Collingwoodamily (Family Tree Appendix C)vere another member of the landed gentry of

North Northumberlandand possessed properties across the region. The branch of the family that

took possession of Cornhill House descends from Henry Collingwood of Westerheugh who had

married the sister of Thomas Forster of Cornhill. Theiy@& marriage resulted in 7 chike the

eldest of which was his heir John Collingwadn in 1693 The first 3 generations of Collingwand

linked to Cornhill House were all listed as being of Lildiwerand Cornhilhowever, it appears

GKFG W2KyQa a2y | Sy Niurn EstatesWe KaB assuindlfhal they Bhetedly (G K S
the Cornhill useafter the 1745 death of John Forste@hen the house passed to the Collingwoods



Figure27 The Collingwood Family Crest over the Victorian Stables. Ferar Unus et Idem (I will remain unchanged)

In 1749 Henry Collingwood and Francis Blakéwize] the other major Cornhilandowner,agreed

to divide and share the common fields and the freestone and slates from Brownrigg Quarry. The
income from the land and the access to the quarry material allowed both landowners to carry out
major building works in the following yeats.

In 1751 the Collingwoods were given £50 by the trustees of Bishop Crewe to rebuild the chapel in
Cornhill. Tks predates the current Church &t Helenwhichwas built in1840, although substantial
parts ofthe 1751 chapel were incorporated in the rebgildNathaniel Crewe was thé®Baron

Crewe and was married to Dorothy Forstaster of Thomas Forster IX of Adderstone.
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Flgure28Map of Cornhill and surrounding area showing land ownershlp 1769

6 Kent, CatherineTwizel Castle: The Creation and@eation of a Northumbrian Gentry Hou&mpublished
MA dissertation, University of York, 2010.
57 Huthchinson, WilliamThe History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham, Volume 3



In 1766 HennLollingwoodwvas High Sheriff of Northumberland and in 1781 he was involved in a
committee set up to protect the River Tweed and prevent abuses, which probably meant

poaching®®He was also involved in the committee framing the terms of a new act i @8&The

Y2NB SFFSOGdzrt t NBASNDIGAZ2Y YR LYONBlIasS 2F GKS

In 1793 Henry inherited Lilburn Tower and its estates from his uncle.
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command at the Battle ofrafalgaraboard HMS Royal Sovereign. The Royal Sovereign was the first
ship to engage the French and Spanish ships. On the death of Nésbngwood became

commander in chief and sawrbughthe conclusiorand aftermathof the battle®. Collingwood and
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Henry Collingwod wasrobablyresponsible for the construction of The Collingwood Arms in the
early 1800svhich would have been built to exploit the increased traffic crossing the bordeslpy

of the new Coldstream Bridge built in 1786lt is also likely that the creation of the new road to the
bridge prompted the Collingwoods to chandm tlayout of this part of the village. Up until this time
the main street of the village had extended along the line of the current drive, this being the route to
the Tweed fords. Early maps show buildings on the north side of the drive. With the artival of
bridge road, the boundary of the house was moved to the road edge aniddge,and the gate
posts were built creating a formal entrance to the grouritise iron railings surmounting the walls
adjacent to the gate posts were manufactured by the lRoandry in Kirkintilloch which was not
founded till 1880. This suggests that the modejlof the entrance is late rather than early™9
century.

Figure29 Entrance railingsnanufacturedby the Lion Foundry, Kirkintilloch

Henry Collingwood married three times and teght children. He had a son with each of his first
two wives both of whom were named Henry and both of whom died early. He had anothér son

58 Balfour, Carolinghe Early Days of tHeiver Tweed Commissioners
59 Griffin, AndrewCuthbert Collingwood; The Northumbrian who saved the Naki@xham ,2004
60 yon, JimBridging The Twee@019



1802by his third wife this time called Henry John William Collingwood who was to survive and
become his heir

On the death of his father Henry John William iritegt both the Lilburn and Cornhill Estates and in
1828 he started the construction of the current Lilburn ToWweuseusing the architect John Dobson
who was also responsible for Newcastle railway st&tiofhe house was eventually finished in 1842
two years after the death of HJW. At this point Lilburn Tower was sdiditeard John Collingwood,
a kinsman and nephew of Vice Admiral Collingwddtere is a family story that Lilburn was sold to
cover a debt for which HJW Collingwood was a guarantor, although not his debt or that of John
CollingwoodHJW Collingwood had been High Sheriff of Northumberland in 1832.

Sometime before 1830 the Collingwood portion of Cornhill and that formerly owned by the Carrs
and now the Blakes, were reunited under Collingwood ownership.

I W2/ 2f f Ay 3 ¢@826DE) fhergickeyinhamtdqust the Cornhill estatehn had
outlived his elder brother Henry who had died before his father.

In 1844 North Durham, which consistedtio¢ districtsof Norhamshire and Islandshire ceased to be
part of the County Palantine of Durhdmcause of the Counties (Detached Parts)aket joined the
County of Northumberland

Figure30 The Collingwood Arms

The Collingwood Arms remained in the ownership of the family throughout tle&tury. In 1885
the Rural Sanitary Authority instrued John Collingwood thahe well in stable yard of Cornhill
Hotelwasnot sanitary andx safe water supply needed to be creatéu 1896 John Collingwood is
listed as the owner of the English New Water Fishery.

61 Mackenzie, Eneas (182%)n Historical, Topographical and Descriptive View of the County of
Northumberland Vol. Il, pp. 1415. Newcastle upon Tyne: Mackenzie and Dent



John Collingwood was succeeded by his son John Carnaby Colling886d952)in 1896 JC
Collingwood attended St Mary Hall in Oxf&nathich is now part of Oriel College and by the time of
the death of his father was a lieutenant in the Northumberland Artillery. He became a Justice of the
Peace and in 1910 wadentified as the owner of the Collingwood ArfAsDuring theGreat War he
served as a captain in the Northumberland R.G.A. Militighis was a branch of the Royal Regiment
of Artillerythat oversawcoastal artillery batteries. The Northumberland RGA Militia was responsible
for the guns protecting Berwick.

In 1920 JC Collingwood donated the land at the entrance to Cornhill House to cre&@ertitell
War Memorial that now stands theré.is thought that he also funded the memoffal

Ly mdbonp W [/2ffAy3Ag22RQa a2y W2KyYy | SYNE CNIyOAa
Collingwood to live at Cornhill House.

Figure31 Cornhill War Memorial

Cornhill House in tha8" and 19" Centuries

By the end of the 17 century the main components of the current Cornhill House were in place; the
central core and the three wings to the southwest, northeastl northwest. There was no sign of

the earlier tower and the barmkin had probably disappeared as well. The house had a series of
smaller Jacobean and earlier windows17" century feature that has remained intact is a fireplace

in the attic of the core range which has a carliatel.

52 Oxford Men and their College3125

63 LandValuation Book1910

64 Litchfield, Norman E H, 199Phe Territorial Artillery 19@8988 The Sherwood Press, Nottingham
85 National Heritage List for England, Entry N&6771
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Figure32 17th Century fireplace with carved Ii'ntI in attic

Probably at the time that the house came into the possession of the Collingvimtus18" century
it underwent a transformation into a Georgiaountry houseRather than a rebuild, use was made
of the existing 18 and 17" century fabricand a w window pattern was imposedith the earlier
windows blocked up or replaced
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Figure33 Georgian Windows inserted into 16th Century fabric



The windows on the south elevation are the oldest as thaye thickedOmm glazing bars that were
typical of the earlyto mid-Georgiarperiod, when the available glass was more fragile and required
greater support. Later Georgian and Victorian windows, of which there are number on the house,
make use of narrower 2080mm glazing bard.he windows to the stairwell are of the same style
and are likely to be part of the first area of refurbishment. This included the creation of the living
room and the small adjacent reception rodm the insertion of a timber and lwk partition wall

The small reception room is square and tiving room a welproportioned rectangle.

; { 4|
Figure34 Living Room withestored 18th Century Panelling and 19th Century Lincassliag.

The living room has panelling, doors with pulvinated friezes and cornices and shutters that are
original and intact, although the fireplace is a later intervention. The modillion cornice is also original
though the moulded ceiling is a Victorian additiordas Lincrusta not plaster.

The main stair is from the earlier remodelling but the panelling to the dining room has more refined,
though less exuberant joinery than the living room and was probably carried out later in'the 18
century. Again, the fireplace is a later modern intervention.



Figure35 Later 18th Century panelling restored in the Dining Room

The subdivision of thérst-floor rooms above the living room was probably contemporary with the
rooms below. All the windows on the south elevation and to the stairwell have good quality original
shutters The cross passage on the first floor haavily mouldedarchivolts,imposts,and keystones

and these probably date from the earliest remodelling.

There are two possibilities for the location of the kitchen. The ground @bdre Northeast wing

has a large stone fireplace that is big enough for cooking and is directly above the cellar where food
and drink would have been stored. There was also a hatch in the wall above the fireplace that
allowed local cleaning of soot to prevent it droppingoifiood. An alternative location was suggested
whena secondarge fireplace was revealed when the plaster in the utility room was stripped back
for damp proofing work. This also hdte same type of hatch.
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Figure36 Possilé the k'itchen in théNortheastwing



The northeast and northwest wings had been linked by single storey infills in the north courtyard.
These probably contained wash houses and other ancillary accommodation as well as creating
routesthat would allow servants to be kept separate from the family

After the death of HJW Collingwood in 1840 and the sale of Lilourn Tower to another branch of the

family, Cornhill House becanaesole residencand in the mid to latel 9" century,there was a

further remodellingof the house that included thextension of the northeast wing at first flodrhis

created a nursery wing opening onto a balcony with a cast iron balustrade and decorative columns
underneath.Cast irorbuilding componentsvere amid-19" century innovationThe nursery wing

gl a LINRPolofeée odzAifd G2 | OO0O2YY2RIGS W2Ky [/ 2ffAy3g?2
(b. 1870) and Henry Thomas (b.187)e extensioralso created a new entrance, entrance hall and

a bathroom above to serve the main bedroom.

Decoratively the Lincrusta ceiling was installed in the living room and Anaglypta paper applied under
the dado rails in the corridors. Both these patent materials were invented in 1877. During the 2019
refurbishmentthree Leclancheells, which were early batteries that probably powered a doorbell,
were discovered behind the panelling in the hallway. These were invented in 1866. Those
commissioning the Victorian refurbishment were trying to showcase the latest materials and
technolagy available at the time.

Figure37 Leclanche cells discovered behind panelling in entrance hall. Probably powered a doorbell

Not long afterthe death of John Collingwood 189, the Victorian stables were built to the
southeast of the main house. These wereigh-quality addition built in stone and brick that
includedali  O1 NR2Y | YR @iN2dzastran pask ankl fithgs withiR the stable.
Previously the stables had been housed in thé 4i718" century outbuildings adjacent to the
house.However,two thirds of this buildindhad beenconverted into a billiard room with a single
storey link to a door in the dining room (now the living rooiffe original format of the earlier
stables, with a ground floor stable and a hay loft above, is still present in the other third of the
building.

During the 20181 restoration the attic floors were replaced because of extensive woodworm.
Under the floors were discovered several shoes, maniy A £ RINSliiety #ha these were placed
there to ward off evil spirits and witches, a superstition that lasted into th& déntury
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Figure38 One of a number of shoes found under the attic floor

The Gardensnd Grounds

At what point the barmkiwas demolished and the substantial garden wall was constructed is
unknown, but it might be reasonable to assume that the stone from the tower and/or barmkin were
used in its construction. The wall is perhaps Georgian in origin and at a later point mas bee
reinforced by the construction of substantial stone buttresses on the north side. The OS map of 1860
shows the wall in place with th@mall garden sheds constructed on the outer sides. There are fruit
trees growing at the top of the slope in front of theast elevationThe current four large lime trees
adjacent to the east elevation of the house are shown as mature trees suggesting that these could
be between 170 and 200 years ofdso shown are a bowling green in the paddock to the southeast

of the house and a road leading from the village to a ford over the Duddo Burn.
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Figure391860 OS Map



The lower part of the wall on the south side of the carriage turn is much older than the upper part
and was extended firstly to allow the construction of single storey leataoleson the south side

and subsequently altered when the 1897 stables were constructed. The wall was read¢nad

point.

The 1896 OS map showbuilding on the south side of the wall adjacent to the house. This would
have been a glasshouse which was heated by a boiler located in the sheds on the north side of the

wall. On both the 1860 and 18%9Bapsthere is a pattern of paths shown in the garden indicating
that it was split up for different horticulturdlinctions

The 20" Century

John Henry Francis Collingwoogicame the last Collingwood to live at Cornhill House on the death

2T KAa FIFEOGKSNIAY mMoppHd |S KIR 0SSy O2YYA&aaAirzySR

Special Operations executive during the Second World War. In 1948 he had started $dioweithf
Nan(cy) Huddleston(nee Davis)a cousin of his wifealso called Nancy (nee Moss). This was to last
25 years and had a significant effect on the fate of Cornhill Huse

Nan was the wife of Australian born Teddy Hudleston who was a senior officer in the RAF during and
after the Warrising to AirChiefMarshall(four star)! f § K2 dzZ3K KS gl a | g+ N8B 27

Johmy Collingwoodthey were to remain married, mainly to prevent any negative effects on
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lead to a divorceJohmywas to divorce his wifen 1954 with Nan cited as the other woman

Following the divorce Johnny and Nan continued their relationdypi A £ W2 Kyye& Qa RSI (K

Throughout this time Nan and her extended family paid frequent visits to stay with Johnny at
Cornhill House.

On his death Johnn@ollingwoodeft the Cornhill Estate in trust to Nan Hudleston However,sas
not interested in the property and decided to divest herself of the responsibility. The fishing rights
were sold off The farms were sold and ultimately the house itself was disposed of to Mairi
Packshaw. The lodge at the end of the drive was then sald on
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stables and thearlierleanto stables. At that time there were other hay sheds and buildings in the
vicinity of the stables.

In 1953 Teddy and Nan Hudleston haklen charge of a fivgearold nephew, Eric Grounds, the son
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sailor and his Australian mothdfrom that point on Eric was looked after by both the Hudlestons
and Johnny Collingwood and lived from 1965in Cornhill House.

In 1986 Eric and his wife Joanna bought Cornhill House from Mairi Packshaw and lived there for 20
years bringing up their family. Eric was to become the latest in a long Cornhill House line when he
became High Sheriff ®forthumberland in 2006. He had a career in the army where he made the
acquaintance of a fellow officer Mark Phillips and subsequently performed the role of best man
when Philips married Princess Anne in 193¢ is a professional fund raiser for charities and

author.

66 Grounds, EricThe Quiet AustralianThe Story of Teddy Hudleston, the RAF's Troubleshooter for 20 Years
2015
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Eric along with Johnny Collingwood before him and John Carnaby Collingwood befaverhiall
chairman of the Norham and Islandshire / Bermt&gistratesBench.

A tennis court was installed at the bottom of the walled garden in 1997

The 2 CenturyRestoration

In 2006 Cornhill House was sold to Richard Palmer and his wife Lady Margaret Lilford. Lady Lilford
died in 2014 and the house was bought in 2018 by architects David and Jacqueline Heslop. The
house had suffered many years of neglect andideenundergoing a programme of restoration and
improvementwhich continues to this date

Richard Palmer had defaulted on a mortgage ongfaperty,and it had beenmepossessed by the

bank so was sold as seen for cash. Consequently, there was very little information available on the
history and condition of the house. Fortunately, David and Jacqui were experienced architects with
knowledge of the problems likely to lBmcountered with an historic house. From the outset the aim
was to restore the historic fabric of the building and return it to being a viable family home.

Having decided on their preferred layout the first step was to obtain Listed Building Consent for the
repairs and alterations. Although the house was Grade 2* listed there were no records of it other
than the brief listing in the National Heritage Listéritage Assessment was required to

accompany thapplication,and this was carried out by Catherine Kent of Robin KeritLidnuary
2019. The assessment hinted at a rich historical story to the house that preceded the Collingwood
ownership of the middld 8" century and was the spark that inspired this study.

The application mainly covered the restoration strategy and some internal alterations and was
passed without any significant conditions other than a requirement to produce comprehensive
survey drawings, a standing building record and some limited extarobheological investigation.

The principal problem was that the house was very damp, and it was decided that the prime cause
of this was thatat some pointthe house had been rezndered with a sand cement render.

Although this material is fairly impervious it is also brittle, and cracks had formed allowing water to
penetrateinto the underlying stonework. Once behind the render the moisture couldesoape,

and the internal surfaces became damp. A chemically injected damp proof course had been installed
but this method is unlikelyo be successful with very thick random rubble walls.



Figure40 Typical damp problems to the ground floor

The strategy developed encompassed the removal of all the sand cement render and any damaged
plaster on the internal walls. The damp affected walls were then vertically tanked with a proprietary
membrane. The stonework walls were left uncovered for abdutribnths to allow them to dry out
during which time repairs were carried out to the stonework.

Figure41 Extreme damp conditions in the ground floor

The gables exhibited many vertical cracks mainly related topfhséions but also some poorly
inserted windows. Cracks were stitched together with horizontal stairdtesd rods and decayed
stonework replaced.



Figure42Vertical cracks discovered in the gable walise stitched with ss rods

Once dried out the building was rendered with a lime render and then painted vgilicatebased
paint. This specification allows a certain amount of moisture penetration, but the walls can breathe
allowing them to dry out quickly.

Figure43The house reendered and painted

Internally the only alterations to the layout were the replacement of a door between the kitchen and
the library with a door from the library to the corridor and the combining of the two small bedrooms
in thefirst-floor nursery wing to create a studio opening out onto the Victorian balcony. However,



the kitchen, utility room and all bathrooms and toilets were replaced. All the electrical and
mechanical services were renewed, and fire and security systems installed.

Figure44 New kitchen

The houseetains a significant amount of original Georgian and Victorian joinery. This has been fully
restored and where elements were missing these have been reinstated. The two panelled rooms had
had been stripped back to expose the timber however it was detagnhihat the rooms were

originally painted, and they have therefore been repainted using a traditional linseed oil paint. This
allows for some flexibility in the finish and the timber to breathe.

Figure45 Restored panelling in the dining room



The Victorian ironwork and balcony on the east elevation was in advanced state of decay due to
water penetration through the deck.

Figure46 Existing condition of the Victorian ironwork

Figure47 The restored balcony

Careful attention was paid to the external spaces around the house in particular courtyards and
terraces to ensure thatelationship between the house and the ground was harmonious. This
included the terrace under the balcony and the north courtyard.



